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WHERE s THE ARK

OF THE COVENANT?

A few months bad | received an e- mail
publicizing the atendance of an
internaiondly known tdevangdist at a
conferencein Jerusalemwhere for thefirst
timeaspecid model ofthe Ak ofthe
Covenant wasunveiled. Thee-mail went on
to say thiswas adefinitesign that we were
inthe"last days.” Of coursethe e-mail was
playing on theinteres many Christians have
in the rebuilding of thetenpl e, but why dl
thehype aboutthe Ark of the Covenant?

Students of prophecy know fromthe study
of scripturestha during the Tribul ation the
templewill be defiled with the abomination
of desolation brought by the Anti christ.
Daniel isthefirst to prophesy this event
when hewiitestha in middleofthe
Tribulation aprince” shdl bring an end to
sacrifice and offering.” (Danid 9:27 seeal 0
12:11) Jesus confirms that this defil ement
will teke placewhen Hetdls His disdples,
“ Therefore when you seethe ‘abomination
of desolation,” spoken of by Danid the
prophe, standing inthe holy place’
(whoever reads, | et himunderstand),“ then
let thosewho arein Judeafleeto the
mountans.” (Mt 24:15, 16)

In order for the abom nation of desol ation
to tkeplace, severd eventsneed to teke
place. First, the Jewish people haveto bein
contral of their homeland. A coording to
many scholarsthisis the key sign of the
times. None of the other mgj or prophed esof
thelast days can t&ke placewithout the
Jewish peopleback in the Land. Second, the
Jewish peoplehaveto bein control of
Jerusal emincluding the Tenple Mount.
While Jerusdemis presently under the

contral of Israel, the Temple Mountis not. It
is under the contral of aMuslimCaliph. The
third event tha has to take place before the
abomination of deslation is the tenple
has to be rebuilt.

Underganding this sequence of events has
led many to takeagred ded ofinterest in
therebuilding of thetenple now tha the
Jewish peoplearereturning to thar
homeland. Some have gone so far asto
lend moral support (likethetdevangdist
mentioned above) and even finandal hdp
to those striving to rebuild the tenple. |
guess you could say these folks aretrying
to hdpGod a ong a Hefulfills prophecy.
But the question weneed to ak is, doesthe
rebuilding of thetenpleand the
abomination of desolation requiretha the
Ark of the Covenantbefound? As
Chrigianshavestudied and disaussed the
rebuilding of thetenple, they have often
gonreoff on two relaed tangents.

Thefirst tangent isthenead to find a“ red
heifer” to makethe ashes for purification in
templeworship. (Numbers 19:1-10) Over
theyears, runors have abounded aout
finding the perfect heifer. In 1996 as a
result of aprogramdevd oped with the help
of Christian ranchers from Texas, a red
heifer was born in Israd. For threeyears,
prophegy speers excitedy td ked about
“Mdody” asthey waitedto seeif she
qudified. Sadly, at theend of thethirdyear
it wes dismovered tha shehadtoo many
white hars. Sothe search goes on for the
perfect red heifer which would alow,
through the purifi cation of ashes of thered
heifer, Jaws to once again be allowed go on
the Termple Mount to worship and

build atemple.

Imeginetheinternaiond turmoil that
finding a“ perfect” red hefer would bring
in light of today’ s world

tensions. Hereiswha aBogon University
higtory professor said about finding a
verified red hafer,” Weaould be garting a
war. Ifthisisareal red hefer, and strid
Orthodox rabbishave ded ared her worthy of
sacrifice, then alot of Jews in Israd will
takethat as asign that anew phase of
higory is about tobegin. The Mudins are
ready for jihad anyway, soifyou have Jews
up there doing sacrifi ces, talk about ared
flag in front of achargingbull.” (Naiond
Revien Online 04-11-2002)

The second tangent concerning rebuil ding
thetemplewhich many are excited ebout is
the Ark. More secificaly, theinteres or
excitement isin the present | ocaion of the
Ark andthevarious effortstotry to locateit.

Lag summer a Jewish newspaper published
the following headline “ Anunnamed

K abbalig hasgranted hlessingto famed
archaeol ogist Dr. Vendyl Jonesto unoover
theHoly Ark of the Covenant. Jonesplans to
excavatetheL ost Ak by the TishaB'Av
Fast this sunmer.” (Arutz Sheva-May 20,
2005) This story waspid<ed up by other
mediaoutl ets around thewor d. Again, those
interesed in the finding ofthe Ark were
wondering“ Isthisit?” Dr. Jones | aer
agreed that he had recd ved theblessng, but
was misquoted as towhen theArk would
found. He had only remarked it would be
spedal ifthe Ak could befound beforethe
TishaB'Av Fagt which isthe anniversary of
thedestructionsofthe



first two tenples. Theprobdemis he
doesn't havefinancingto do the
necessary drilling & thistime.

Dr. Jones bdievesthe Ark, alongwith the
tenmple menorah, wasburied by Jeremiah in
ahidden aghteen-mild ong cavethat goes
from the Termple Mount outinto the Judean
Wil derness. The description of the exact
locaion isbdieved to berecordedin the
Copper Scroll which ispart ofthe Dead
Sea Scroll find. Thewritingonthisscroll is
notonly cryptic but much of thetext has
been damaged through mishandling and
age. After thirty years of research and
teging of hypothesi zes, Dr. Jones now
believes he knows the location of the Ark
and is now tryingto raise the fundsto do
thedilling.

Another nore recenttheory on theArkis
tha itis hiddenin some secret hiding place
under the Termple Mount. This theory hol ds
the Atk was hidden by Solomon in aseaet
place underthetenple. Thissecret place
wasdesgned and built by Egyptianshired
by Saonon, expertsin building secret
chambersinthe pyramds. This may al so
explain Solonon's marriageto an Egyptian
woman. Solomon supposedly revea e this
hiding placein the Song of Solonon. Those
who haldthis theory bdievetha very soon
someone will be givenwisdom fromabove,
like Solomon, to reveal the codeto finding
thehiding place. The mgjor problemwith
thistheory is tha King Josich tdlsthe

L evitesto reurntheholy Ak to the house
tha Solonon built.(2 Chronides3 5:3) For
some reasonthe L evites had removed the
Ark fromtheHoly of Hdlies and now they
weretodto reurn it by King Josieh. This
was over 300 years after Solomonbuilt the
Tenple.

e

Another theory on the location of the Ark
isthatit was teken to Ethiopia. Siill
another saystha itwas takenup into
heaven. Of course, many believeit was
degroyal when the tenmpl e wes destroyed
in 586 BC.

Whilewedo not know what happened to
the Ak of the Covenant, adiscuss on of the
subjed does raise anunber of quegions.

1. Would God alow thishdy object
representing Histhroneto be
dedsroyed by an unbdieving
earthly king? MaybetheArk no
longer represented His throne
after His glory left the Tenple
jug beforeit wasdestroyed.

2. IftheArk washidden why wasit
not brought out of hiding at the
templ€'s rebuilding? Surdy
someone fromthereturning
captives would have had some
knowl edgeof whereit was hidden.

3. IfGod had the Atk hidden, why?

A fina question weneed to raiseiswheher
Chrigiansshould be excited ebout finding
the Ark and shouldthey hd p support efforts
intryingto find it. One hasto admittha
finding the Atk of the Covenant would be a
mgj or archaeologi ca discovery, but isits
finding anecessary event to fulfill the
prophedes of the Tribul &iontenpl€? Does
the Ak of the Covenant haveto be found
for the future abomination of desolation
to teke place?

First, wehaveto understand wha happened
in thefirst abomination of desolation. In
chapter 11, Danid gives us an amezing
prophegy onwha was

Aerial view d the Temple Mount
where the next emplewill be
built.
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goingto happen to the Medo-Persian and
Greek enmpires. Intha prophesy, Danid
wrotetha aking fromthe north would go
southto do batlewith his enemy ofthe
south. This king will beintercepted by a
third army which defeatshim On hisway
back north, thisdefeated king goes through
the* holy covenant” (Jerusdem) and“ forces
shdl be mugtered by him and they shdl
defilethesanduary fortress then they shdl
take away the daily sacrifices, and place
there the abomination of desolation.”
(Daniel 11:31) Bible schol ars through the
ages havebdieved this king wasnone other
than AntiochusEpiphanes. Fromthiswe can
assume what Antiodhus did foreshadowed
wha would hgppen inthe | ast days.
According to tradition, he put agatue of a
pagan god in theHdy of Holies and
sacrificed apig on thehdy dtar. Thisis
called an abomination of desalation. Jesus
predicted in Mathew 24 that another
abomination of desolation would happenin
thefuture.Plesse note the Romans
desroyeal thetemplein 70AD but didn't
desecraeit as Antiochusdid.

Now tha weknow the detals of this
abomination, does the Ak havetobein the
Holy of Hdlies of thelast days templein
order for the desol ation

prophegy tobefulfilled? We only need to
examnethetempleinthe daysof
Antiochus. Acoording to dl higorical
evidence and tradition, theHoly of Holies
was enpty. Therewas noArk ofthe
Covenant. The priesthood and thetenmple
rituals were afunctioning redlity without the
Ark. Therefore, we can cond udetheArk
does nat haretobefound before the next
tenpleisbuilt.

Thehigory ofthe Ak is an interesing
study. Itwould bevery exciting ifthe Ark
werefound. But remember it is nolonger
the dwelling place of God. Now theHaly
Spirit dwellsin wewho believe. (1
Corinthians 6:19) As aresult, our bodies
have bemmethetruetenplewherenow
God dwdls.

-Larry Jaffrey

Middle East Ministries PO Box 340 M arshall, VA 20116

Tel: 540/364-1103 Fax: 540/340-1502

e-mail: liaffrev @ MiddleEastMinistries.ora  web: MiddleEastMinistries.ora



