Typical Jewish Objections to the Gospel

ORIGINAL SIN

One of the many objections that Jewish people
havein consideringthe Goad Newsisthe
doctrine of original sn. The mgority of Jewish
people believe that man is basicdly good and the
doctrine of sin and depravity turns them off to
discussing their need for a Savior.

T he doctrine of origina sin teaches that because of
Adam and Ev€ s transgression, the effect of their
disobedienceis passed on to dl of ther
descendants. T o the Jewish personthis seems unfar
for two reasons:

1. Why should dl of mankind suffer because
someone € se d sobeyed?

2. Man’' s will is hopdessly bound to his sinful

nature so he cannot save himsdf by his own
effort.

Orthodox Judaism teaches tha one commitssin by
bregking the commandments of the Law. Reform
Jews (liberd in theology) teech that sinis based in
the inequities of society. Conservative Jews (the
middle ground theologicaly between Orthodox and
Reform Juda sm) beieve that the individud person
can sin by committingimmord or antisocid acts.
All three hold to the idea tha man has two
indinations described asthe* yester harah” (the evil
incination) and “ yester hatov” (the good
inclination)

When deding with this ohjection it isbest to kegp
the focus on the Jewish Scriptures (T anakh or Old
T estament).

In Genesis we learn that God described dl mankind
as having an evil indination “ Then the LORD saw
tha the wickedness of man was great on the earth,
and tha every intent (yester) of the thoughts of his
heart was only evil continudly.” (Genesis 6:5)

TheT orah proves tha man is not basicdly good.
David wrote: “ TheLORD has |ooked down from
heaven upon the sons of men, to see if there are any
who understand, who seek dter God. They have dl
turned aside; together they have become corrupt;
there is no one who does good, nat even one”
(Psdm 14:2-3)“ Behold, | was brought forth in
iniquity, and in sin my mother conceived me.”
(Psdm 5 1:5)

T he commandments of God reved to man histrue
nature. No man can keep dl the commandments
perfectly. Yet God srequirement is that we be
perfect “in order tha you may remember to dodl

My commandments, and be hdy to your God.”
(Num 15:40) “ Spesk to dl the congregation of the
sons of Isradl and say to them, * You shdl be holy,
for | the LORD your God am hdy.”” (Lev 19:2)

T he prophets spesk of man’ ssinfulness: “ T heheart
is more deceitful than dl dse and isdesperatdy
sick; Who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 17:9)

“ Indeed, there is not arighteous man on earth who
continua ly does good and who never sins.”

(Ecdl esiastes 7:20)

“But your iniquities have made a separation
between you and your God, and your sinshave
hidden Hisface from you, sothat He does not
hear.” (Isaah 59:2)

“ All of us like shegp have gone astray, Each of us
has turned to his own way; But the LORD has
caused the iniquity of us dl to fdl on Him.” (Isaiah
53:6)

Man can lead agood life in theeyes of other men,
have an enviable ethicd life and hdp hisfdlow
man. But, before a holy God who cdls us to be holy
as Heis holy, we are dl inadequae We need a
righteousnessthat can only come from God and tha
provision was made for us through the promised
Messiah. Yeshualived apefect lifeand our sin
was placed upon Him. (Isaiah 53:6) Hewas the
sacri fice that met God sjustice, for ajust God must
punish 9n or He would na bejust. His sacrifi ce met
God’ s mercy inthat He took the punishment that
was meant for us.

It was through the giving of Messiah's life as the
perfect sacrifice and His resurrection that manis
given Hisrighteousness, a righteousness that isnot
from himsdf but from God.

“Thenyou will say ontha day, ‘| will gvethanks
to Thee, O LORD; For dthoughT hou wast angry
with me, Thine anger is turned avay, And T hou
dost comfort me. Behold, God ismy sdvation, |
will trust and not beafraid; For the LORD GOD is
my strength and song, And He has become my
sdvation.”” (Isaah 12:1-2) Theword for sdvation
here in the Hebrew is Yeshua
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