Typical Jewish Objections to the Gospel

“The virgin birth

of Jesus is
impossible!”

In our continuing study of Jewish oljectionswe would like to consder theaobjection of
many Jewish people that thevirgin birth of Jesus is impossible.

In answering this objection it isbest to begin with the prophecy of Isaah 7:14. "Therefore
the Lord Himsdf will giveyou asign Behold, avirginwill bewith child and bear a son, and
shewill cdl Hisname Immanud.”

T he Hebrew word translated “ virgin” here isalmah Many of today s rabbis say that this
word almah does na mean "virgin" but “ young woman” They quote from Rashi (Rabbi
Shlomo lzaski - 1040-1105, who lived in France and is cond dered founder of modern school
of Jewish interpretation). Rashi said dmah should mean "young woman" in this passage;
however, he didn't dways translate almah as "young woman." Thisis evidenced in the
Song of Solomon 1:3 and 6:8 where he says the same Hebrew word, almah, means
"virgin.” Jewish scholars of his time held that almah means virgin. Rashi was gaing aganst
that traditiond view of Isaiah 7:14 essentidly tryingto counteract Christian polemics when
he translated almah as* young woman.”

T he Septuagint (LXX) (Greek translaion of the Old T estament completed, astradition
teaches, by 70 Hebrew scholarsin 250 BC) translated d mah into the Greek as“ parthenos”,
which in Gresk dearly means "virgin."

Still another tack one might teke in deding with this objection istha miraculous births are
common in theBible Reigious Jewish people accept that God crested Adam from the dust
of the earth (Gen. 2:7), and tha God crested Eve from Adam's rib (Gen. 2:21-22).

The Rabbisdso fully accept that the Scriptures spesk truthfully concerning the miracul ous
nature of Isaac's birth (Gen. 18:11). Sarah, according to the Scriptures, could not have
children. Sheisdedared to be baren. In fact when she learned from the Lord tha she
would have achild & her age, shelaughed (Gen. 18:15). There are many more exampl es of
God' smiraculoudy providing children to women who could not have them.

T herefore, the probem isnot theimpossibility of the virgin birth, but the individud's
limitation on God who has crested the world and sustains it. God can do anything, and
clearly He has spoken that the promised child of Isaiah 7:14 and Isaiah 9:6-7 was born
miraculously and is the promised Messiah of Isradl
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