
It’s Not Safe!
read this article written for our September 2004 newsletter.
I have been doing a series on typical
Jewish Objections to the Good news.
In our last issue, I dealt with the
objection that Christians worship
three Gods, and Jews only whoship
one. However, I just returned from
our first ministry trip to Israel with a
team of volunteers who joined me in
tangibly blessing the people of the
Land. With that trip so fresh in my
mind, I can’t help but deal in this
issue, with a Christian
objection…the objection that it is
unsafe to travel to Israel,

Bret, who was one of the members of
our team said this about his trip:

“ I’ve told everyone I know that
there never really seemed to be
any danger and at no time did I

ever feel threatened. Even though
the political climate is what it is,
the people of Tel Aviv and
Jerusalem just seem to go on
about their life…it was clear that
we were very safe and in God’s
hands.”

Television news s tori es and
photos of st ri fe and confli ct i n the
Middle East capture our at tention
and heighten our concerns. B ut
the media t ends to ignore the
quiet coexist ence between Jews
and Arabs that is a part of
everyday li fe ins ide Is rael. W e
travel ed without fear and
experi enced the joy of walking in
the st eps of Jesus.

Neighbors s till shop and work
together in speci al di alogue
efforts. The “ day
aft er, ” however,
doesn’t sel l
newspapers or boost
tel evision ratings. The
media doesn’t report
on event s like
reconcil iation
meetings t aking place
regularly in mixed
Jewish and Arab
communiti es of Jaffa,
Acre, and Nazareth.
The story of bridge-
building efforts

underway today in the Land of
Is rael remains l argely untold.

Is raeli Arabs as well as C hristi an
Arabs with Messi ani c and non-

Messi ani c Jews are working hard
to creat e peace and quiet in thei r
homeland and to dialogue in ways
that engender peace and defuse
some of the t ensions that exist.
Middle East Minist ri es is
cont ributing a small part i n those
efforts. You, too, can be a part of
these efforts by joining us on our
“ Light to Is rael ” minis try tours to
Is rael. On these tours we spend
about five days doing much
needed repairs and upkeep in the
homes of needy residents of
Is rael showing the love of Jesus
to the children of Abraham. The
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balance of the time we visit
histori cal s it es with our Bibl es
open, seeing where the events in
its pages actual ly happened.

On our last tour, we were
involved in helping an elderly
Jewish woman who badly needed
her apartment paint ed. The
woman is not yet a beli ever, but
she vivdly saw the love of Jesus
in act ion as we painted her home.
The woman’s daughter i s a
bel iever who works among s ingle
mothers in Is rael.

We also worked on the home of
the prayer coordinator for Is rael
who was overwhelmed by our
willi ngness to bl ess her by
removing wallpaper and apinting.
We were blessed to be a blessing
to thi s dear l ady serving our King
and his ancient people by
mobil izing the Israeli beli evers to
prayer.

Were we safe? Yes, beyond what
words could describe. All of us

sensed the
presence
and blessing
of God
whil e we
were in
Is rael, and
none of us
at any time
felt that we
were in danger. Las t year, I was
in Is rael with three hundred
Jewish beli evers and again, at no
time did we feel any anziety or
worries.

Going to Is rael is an incredible
blessing to the nation of Is rael.
God has a promise in His Word to
bless those who will bl ess the
chi ldren of Abraham. Throughout
history those nations and people
who have blessed hi s children
have themselves been blessed. I
urge you to join that happy
company and join us as we serve
and tour God’s promised land.
You will not be disappoint ed.
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